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This article has been retracted due to suspected, improper image
manipulation and duplication. Following a report of discrepan-
cies in biological data by a third party on PubPeer [1], an inves-
tigation confirmed that Figure 6A likely contains manipulated
and duplicated content. Specifically, Figure 6A was found to be
an edited version of Figure 8A in J. Mol. Recognit. 2018, 31,
No. e2687 (https://doi.org/10.1002/jmr.2687). Additionally, the
middle panel of Figure 6A was mostly a duplicate of the middle
panel of Figure 2C in J. Appl. Biol. Biotechnol. 2018, 6, 1–8
(https://doi.org/10.7324/JABB.2018.60401). According to the
original publication, these panels were presented as repre-
senting different experimental contexts. The similarity between
the images, however, indicated that the figures do not accu-
rately reflect distinct experimental data.

The authors of the original publication responded to the investi-
gation and denied any evidence of data fabrication or miscon-

duct. They stated that the figures depict different cell types and
differ in both their biological characteristics and morphometric
features. The authors further argued that in the original uncom-
pressed graphics, pixel-level differences would be evident be-
tween the corresponding images. However, upon request they
did not provide the original uncompressed images to support
this assertion, stating that they were no longer available due to
limitations in data retention.
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